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Education: The Choices YOU Make
Matter More Than Ever Today!

When to Teach Your Child From Home

Today's Child faces so many hurdles within a school system. Even though the "No Child Left
Behind" is on the bumper of many School Teachers' and Officials’ automobiles, your child still
has a likelihood of being left behind. If the child cannot keep up, then the only person that will
be able to help him is a Parent.

Parents wear many hats. They are cheerleaders, coaches, mentors, friends, and sometimes
they must assume the role as Academic Teacher by choosing to homeschool their child. This is
not a decision to make quickly and take lightly. It is tough. If you and your spouse think you
can share the responsibility but you both work full time, think again. You may be able to do it,
but it is tough.

If you choose to homeschool, if at all possible, try to register through the City or County in
which you live rather than with a Private Organization or through a Christian School. If you
believe that your child may eventually re-enter public schools, then you should most definitely
keep him in the system. It makes for a speedier and quicker re-entry into the system.

If you choose to go through the School Board in the county where you live , they will likely give
you a list of things you are required to provide the Board with at the end of the year , such as
testing required or a form to document how many hours you teach your child per day , and
other important information.

Just because you choose to home school doesn't mean your child cannot participate in activities
with other children. More and more parents are teaching their children from home so therefore,
more activities and sports programs are becoming available through Homeschool Associations.

Don't worry about finding curriculum, there are many avenues that you can take to find what
you need to start teaching your child from home. You will find many huge book store chains
now either carry curriculum or they have enough books that are workbook-formatted and fall
within the curriculum that you need for your child's current grade level. Check with Bookstore
Giants like Barnes and Noble and Books-a -Million.

If you don't find what you are looking for there, check out Christian Book Stores and your local
Library. You can also go online and find a lot of books that you can order through the internet.
Alpha-Omega is just one of many Homeschooling Supply Companies that have boxed curriculum
available for their homeschooling parents.

Take the time to become informed before you jump right in and start to teach your child from
home. Find out what is working for other Homeschool Families. What curriculum did they find
most user friendly? Homeschooling parents love to talk about what works for them, and since
you're the new kid on the block, open up your ears and listen to what they have to say.



Try to set a schedule that everyone can live with but remember if Life Happens and you have to
deviate from it, big deal, that's just the luxury of Home schooling.

Finding Time For Education

Today, Children all over the country are pushed to succeed in Sports, Academics, Musical
Talent, and other outside activities. Parents want their children to volunteer at local Hospitals
and help out at the Hospice whenever possible. Children are encouraged to read up on current
events and be able to intelligently talk about those events at the dinner table.

Why are we driving our Children to succeed in every area of their lives? Is it because College
Admissions are tougher each and every year with more and more High School Graduates
offering Admissions Committees more and more credentials? Or is it because at Dinner Parties
Moms and Dads enjoy telling stories of how they have Little Tommy taking Pitching Lessons 5
days a week , while juggling Homework, Boy Scouts, Soccer, and Church Activities. Has it
become a Social Status?

What are we doing to these kids? We complain when children can't stay focused on their
school work and are quick to get angry when they forget their homework, but yet off we go to
yet another Pitching Lesson. Priorities must come first. Throw in for good measure a day
volunteering at the local Hospital. After all, we want our children to stand out and have
excellent resumes as they stand before College Admissions Committees, so let's start now.
Volunteering will look good to somebody.

Before you drive your child to the brink of insanity, stop for a minute and see what it is that is
driving you to drive them. Could it possibly be that you weren't as successful as you could have
been or is it a social standing among other parents? If you notice at Ballgames and Swim
Meets, Parents will chat not so much about their children but about what their children are
doing.

It is true that College Admissions will not give your child a second look unless they stand out,
but make sure you don't over do it. Also consider your child. Are you driving them to the point
where when they aren't with you, they are relieved and tell their friends that they don't "know
how much more they can take"? If so, you may need to take a step back and ask yourself what
is really important here.

You must give your child the best education possible and encourage them in everything they
choose to do. Don't overdo sports unless the child has the true talent that scouts will see when
the day finally arrives that your son or daughter is looking at different colleges. If the little boy
you encouraged to play Basketball is slow on the court and you still insist that all 5'6" of him is
going to play College Basketball, there may be a problem with where you are guiding him in
life. Help your child set realistic goals when facing their future.



While it is OK to encourage your child in all things, it is not OK to overload them to the point
where they cannot possibly meet your expectations. To do so will be costly, because the first
area that will suffer is their education.

Teach Your Children Good Study Habits

Children will try our patience and we will try their patience but one thing we have to remember
is that we're the parents. Any study habits our children develop now, they learn from us and
take with them to college. If a child learns early in childhood to study, they will appreciate
education, if not, they defy it.

School Systems across the nation have let our children down. There aren't any Study Skills-type
courses until our children are well into High School. Most school systems have better things to
teach children while they're in Middle School, for instance, sex education. It seems that
developing good study habits just isn't that important until our children are almost out of reach.

What to do about it? As Parents, we have to make sure we teach our children what they don't
learn in school. For instance, Religion and Faith come from Parents, as it should. Study Skills is
something that Teachers should be more qualified to teach, but they don't so we will.

If you don't know where to start, one of the best places to start is online to gain resources and
information on how to teach your child to study. A pricey, but fantastic alternative in
supplementing your child's education is at the Sylvan Learning Centers. Parents who have the
means to send their children to Sylvan should definitely do so. It will be the wisest investment
you make in your child's education.

If Sylvan Learning Centers are not an option, first ask a Teacher you trust, if they would mind
to tutor your children on developing good study skills or you can certainly try this on your own!

The most important concept your children grasp is that even if they do not have homework
they still have plenty to study and they will be expected to study every night that school is in
session. We also need to encourage our children to begin using note cards as a way to
memorize definitions and important points that will be on their tests. They need to know it is
expected of them to study long before the night prior to the test.

Developing good study habits may be one of the first components you should teach your
children as early as the first grade so they can understand from an early age what is expected
of them throughout their life. Plant in their minds what you expect from an early age forward.
Do you expect straight A's? Or are A's and B's OK with you. ?

Teach them to ask questions and find answers for themselves. If they feel like they need to ask
you for help, let them know that you will gladly help them anytime. Children do need to be
reminded, no matter how responsible they are, to do their homework and homework should be
done immediately after school. Participating in your child's education is important to their life-
long success as a student, and it really does start with you.



Teachers Can Make or Break Your Child and They Know It

Schools do their best to hire teachers that have a sincere desire to teach, encourage and
mentor our children. Unfortunately, just like in any other career or profession, you always have
one or two ruin everything for everyone else. It is important for you to know who spends a lot
of time with your children, if you don't know. Find out.

Parents send their children to school at the tender age of five. They have high hopes as they
rush to the big YELLOW BUS only to have those dreams shattered three weeks later because
the "Teacher" humiliated them in front of the entire class.

Children are at a vulnerable age when we send them to Kindergarten, but we send them
anyway. We trust that when we do, they will be well taken care of by every adult at the School.
It doesn't happen. If you think that it does, does the name MARY KAY mean anything to you?

In a day where beautiful young Teachers are bedding students, you can really never know who
your Child has teaching them Math. Teachers and their viewpoints make their "earmark” on
your children and if it is positive, that is wonderful. If it isn't, depending on what it is, it can be
something that the child takes with them for the rest of his/her life and sometimes it can hinder
a child.

Adults that use their role as Teachers to enforce a good positive learning environment are a
blessing. The Teachers that use their role to set up students for ridicule, often joining in when
they have a child that is being picked on, simply by finding ways to call the child out, is a true
curse.

Very few of those Teachers exist but they do exist. Teachers with long standing Drug Problems
teach your child, and they don't see anything wrong with themselves. They are the "bookie"
that gets your child involved early in Sportsbetting and they never give it a second thought. In
a City School System within a Southern State, one teacher became a BOOKIE as a side-gig to
pay for all of his student loans. He took money from children and their Parents, and if the
teenager couldn't pay up, he threatened to give them a lower grade. What a Mentor!

It is important as Parents; we talk to our Children and tell them how to handle certain situations
in the classroom, both with other students and Teachers. If your child is blind - sided by
another kid who decides to use your child's face as boxing practice, what do you want him to
do? Do you want him to turn the other cheek? The choice is yours, but if he fights back, he will
likely face out of school suspension. If not, in this day and age, he might have his throat slit.

Make up your mind, what is your policy? Some parents opt for self-defense. Then their child is
marked as a Troubled Teen by those wonderful people we call Teachers.



True Teacher

Teachers constantly have to work at creative ways to gain control of their classrooms and keep
it. One effective way that is working for one Teacher is almost like assuming the role of a very
Professional Public Speaker. She starts her classes all with an Icebreaker that catches the
attention of her audience.....her students, and continues throughout the entire class in a very
formal but fresh approach.

The Icebreaker for her High School Students must be something that is interesting to them. She
might begin with something like, "I was watching Friends last night, and didn't realize until last
night the reason so many of you girls look like Jennifer Anniston is because of something called
the 'Rachael-Do," did you guys see that?" They may laugh, they may not, but she caught their
attention by mentioning a show that many of them expressed they watch. She probably uses a
few better ice breakers, but she does try to catch their attention with something that catches
their interest.

She will continue her class , careful to watch when she is starting to send her students into nap
mode. If this happens , she will either divide them up into groups for a quick 5 minute project
or she will divide them into teams for quick Review Games. She is the High School's All-time
Favorite Teacher.

The reason this teacher is successful is because she not only cares about her students learning
the classroom material, she cares about the students in her classroom. She likes to watch the
"light bulb" come on and is driven to "keep them guessing."” It's really what she enjoys about
her job.

In addition to trying to keep her students' active attention in the classroom, outside of the
classroom she is always trying to catch them "doing something right" or "catch them being
good." She will find the Student who is eating alone in the cafeteria , and go join them, all the
while trying to find another student or two to pair them up with so they will have a "lunch
buddy."

She is not only a Teacher, she has become a mentor to more students than all of the other
faculty members combined. She and her husband attend the Football Games and School
Functions with a smile and not, "l need to be here because it looks good" attitude. She's a
strong supporter of the children of her school.

Chances are this Teacher may find out things about her Students that she would have preferred
not to know, but she will be the first Adult to know of many Teen Problems. This teacher like a
Parent, finds time for every child. She offers encouragement and tries to never judge, she never
takes sides. She will be the teacher the Students remember all throughout their lives. She is a
Teacher, Instructor, Confidant, Friend and you should think your lucky stars your child sits in
her classroom.



Motivation for the (Lazy) High School Student

How do you motivate a High School student to get things done and try to learn a few things a
long the way? It's a tough task, and often it may seem impossible, but if you make it fun for
everyone, it's Mission Possible.

By the time children reach High School they are pretty much set in their study habits. Most
students are not only looking to have a good time, they are not looking to change their study
habits. Hormones kick in full swing and the only thing on their minds are Fast Times at
Ridgemont High.

As a Teacher, the first thing you need to do is set some ground rules on what you expect in
your classroom. If you don't establish what is acceptable and what is not acceptable, then you
won't be able to gain the respect you need and deserve from your students.

You may believe that whatever poor study habits your students possess when they walk into
your class will be thrown right out the door by the end of first period. Nothing like the Power of
Positive Thinking! But, you're wrong.

Students have spent a number of years developing their current study habits. These poor habits
didn't become a habit overnight, and when you start to "undo" the poor study habits to build a
more successful way for your students to learn, it may go back to the 21 Days to Make a Habit
belief. Since you are dealing with High School Students with more important things on their
minds, you might want to give it 42 days!

The Key in getting students to listen to you is First, establish those ground rules, then let them
know right up front what you won't settle for as a Teacher and what you won't let them settle
for as a student. If you try effective, open communication, you will be surprised at where you
may be able to take these students by the end of the year. If they want to learn it, you can
provide a classroom environment that is one they can certainly learn in but as the old saying
goes, if you lead the horses to water, and they don't drink, there isn't much you can do.

When motivating your Student to Change their Study Habits, it is important to set some short-
term and realistic goals. Provide Study Guides on the material you are covering in class and
show students the most effective way to use those study guides. If you have a Class Syllabus
it's great to attach a list of study tips to the back of it. Inform students from the beginning that
because you have a Class Syllabus in their hands, there are no excuses for delayed or missed
assignments.

Encourage your students to be where they are yet look ahead by planning ahead once they are
familiar with the current chapter's material. Teach them effective ways to study for tests and let
them know that when you see vast improvements from all of them, rewards will surely follow.



Education Is a Have-To Not a Choice

You are seated at the kitchen table when out of the blue your 17-year old son announces that
he is not going to college. What do you do? The first thought is to slam your hand down on the
table and scream something to the fact that yes he will or face being dis-owned,but stop and
think about this for a minute before jumping right into the war zone.

First , ask yourself why did he choose to make your day over coffee and juice at 7 AM in the
morning? Was he mad over something the night before , maybe you didn't let him stay out all
night at a late party, why is he suddenly going to throw the notion of college out the door? If
you decide that it is possibly a rebellion thing, it might be a good thing to just ignore it
altogether. He is throwing a tantrum and you could make it worse by meeting up to his
challenge.

If you decide that his sudden "confession" is not one of retaliation or rebellion, find out why he
doesn't want to go to college. Take time to hear what he is saying to you and make sure he
knows that you hear him by saying, "If I hear you correctly, your telling me that because
Stanford is over 1000 miles away......" If your child was first looking at colleges relatively far
from home, it may not be an issue of going to college, it may just be an issue of going too far
from home. That is something, as a parent, you can live with and work on.

If your child has lost all ambition to go to college, find out why. Is it because he doesn't think
he can make it in College Courses or is it that he doesn't have any idea of what to do with his
life or what he wants to pursue? Once you find out the why it is easier to try to fix the
problem. Understand, however, there may not be a "why" at all. Lack of ambition or
involvement with drugs, alcohol, friends, girlfriends, and many other influences can weigh
heavy on a child's decision not to proceed with an education.

How you choose to handle the problem is entirely up to you , but use kit gloves. This may be a
life-changing moment for your child. The sad thing is that the decision he makes in regards to
his Education will follow him for the rest of his life.

If your child hangs tough with the decision not to attend college, here is what you need to do:
Type up 2 formal documents and print them off for your child to look over with you . One
document will be comparable to a rent agreement, and the other a loan.

If your child decides to pass on college, he needs to know that he can live at home but you
expect him to pay rent. If he would prefer to live on his own, you will go with him to find an
apartment and get him set up in his own place with everything he needs to survive on his own
until his first paycheck comes in from the job that he is going to get.

After two months, he can start paying you back this money because you have other things you
want to do with it. Since college isn't on his agenda, it's time you were able to start doing
things you planned on doing for yourself. He is now on his own.



Educational Choices: For the Undecided High School Student

There are so many good opportunities out there for young, bright, intelligent, career-minded
individuals. With so much out there it is hard to know, as a High School Student, what career
choices you may be interested in pursuing. In can be very difficult to make up your mind, and
now you have to start looking at where you want to go to college. Take a look at some of these
choices and then look around on-line on your own. The following Schools have some really
unique characteristics in regards to beauty and location.

Pepperdine University located in Malibu, California is one of the all time favorites among
adults. If you take a survey among adults, many would tell you the same thing,

"If only I had known more about Pepperdine before | made any College Decisions.”" Malibu
offers numerous opportunities for the young students of Pepperdine and the University offers
an education on one of the most beautiful College Campuses in the world.

University of Missouri located in Columbia, Missouri is the most All-American Midwestern
campus you will find. Students can easily walk the campus and with nearby Stephens College
and Columbia College, this is the all-around good times, good friends' town!

University of Tennessee located in Knoxville, Tennessee is nothing like you have ever
seen before if you are sports-oriented. You know you are in VOLS COUNTRY when you are
within 90 miles of the campus. It is why Peyton Manning is still a legend here.

Virginia Tech located in Blacksburg, Virginia is in the middle of nowhere if you ask some
of the locals. The scenery offers something more from a time long ago but the college is one of
the best in Virginia. The Football Fans love their Vick and they aren't talking about Big Brother!

University of Southern California in Los Angeles, California will speak for itself. If you
love sports, you know the great names that have gone through USC, and you know of a few
greats there now. It's a school that still carries the occasional stigma, University of Spoiled
Children! And isn't that just special?

How did these 5 schools make this list? These are five schools that offer something really
unique to offer students other than the outstanding education that all five provide.

Pepperdine will probably never be topped for beauty, you know you have arrived in a very
special place from the moment you see it. In Columbia, Missouri you will be able to enjoy
downtown within a few minutes walk of the University's Campus and you will be able to walk
the entire campus easily. Many students hop back and forth between the 3 Colleges in
Columbia for many academic events with ease.

Knoxville, Tennessee is just fun. The Great Smoky Mountains is a ¥z hour drive or less and it's
just beautiful. Virginia Tech allows students a quality education in a beautiful setting with real
wholesome towns like Christiansburg right around the corner. Radford University isn't far either.
And Finally, USC, it's in Los Angeles, what more could you want?



Adults Returning to College

It is the most exciting time in your life, for a moment. Then reality hits and you think to
yourself, "What am | doing here?" It then becomes the best of times and the worst of times
right at the moment you are about to step into your first class of the day ABNORMAL
PSYCHOLOGY. Everyone in the classroom is young enough to be your daughter or son, and
where you may have this class in common, that is the only similarity you share with these
youngsters. These students were in school over the last 15 years, you haven't been a student
yourself, in well over 15 years.

You will doubt your reasons for wanting to return more times than you care to admit, but you
didn't finish school all of those years ago and now it is time to pay the piper. It will be a very
fun, exciting time and give you the opportunity to learn and explore and sharpen your mind,
but it will also be tough.

If you have children still at home, you will notice they are instantly "needy." Your husband or
wife will be more "needy." In fact, everyone will be too NEEDY! So what, let them learn to do
things for themselves. It won't hurt your husband to run to Wal-Mart to pick up needed items
and your teenager daughter can hand wash her sweater from GAP as easily as you can. It really
isn't the fact that your family will need you more, it is the fact that they will want to know you
are there if they do. So they test you.

McDonalds and Burger King will no longer be their choice cuisine, they will want more home-
cooked meals, too bad, it was MickieD's before Mom went to college, and it can be the Golden
Arches until Mom finishes. This time you can do it. It's OK to let everyone else's petty needs
wait. Sure, there will still be times that a situation arises that your classes will have to be
skipped, but very few if you plan ahead and let your husband and children know that you don't
expect major deviations from your school schedule.

It is harder to be an adult student than it is to be an 18 year old, still wet behind the ears,
young pup. You have responsibilities to take care of at home. These classmates have a nhice
cold Keg awaiting them at yet another party. Your Children and Husband are waiting on you to
come straight home after class. These kids don't have any particular place to be.

You struggle to find the time to write your APA style papers, while these classmates breeze into
class and announce it took them all of a couple of hours to complete. It isn't fair you think to
yourself. Then, before you give way to a pity party, you think back to your younger years in
college, oh sure it was the best of times, like no other time, but now you have a family to love
and take care of... and they're at home waiting on you.

After all, they are the reason you went back to school.
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You are invited to pass this report along to as many people as you like,
provided that you make no changes to it and that you give it away for FREE.

If you would like your own Private Label Version of this report and hundreds of
others just like it on hot, high interest niche topics — all of which come complete
with 5 custom cover graphics — click here to visit our Niche Reports Resource.
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