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How to Play Roulette:  

Understanding the Basics 
 

 

Roulette is by far the third most popular casino game worldwide, after slots and 

video poker.  Although its origin is quite unclear, the popularity of roulette in the 

late 18th century, beginning with the elitists gambling palace at Monte Carlo in 

Monaco, is very well-known. 

 

But what really makes roulette very popular?  Well, the game of roulette is fun, 

easy to play, and has certain glamour attached to it.   The fact that it is so easy to 

play means that a number of players can play roulette without having to worry 

about how to increase their winning potential.  It is just necessary to note that the 

main object of the game is to pick the winning number that will appear on the 

roulette wheel.  The player can also bet combinations of numbers or select the 

color or whether it is odd or even. 

 

However, although it is said that roulette is as easy as pie, winning the roulette is 

not easy as it seems.  In order to win the game, there are certain rules to follow 

and certain things to note.   What these rules and worth noting things are?  Let’s 

find out. 

 

Rules of Roulette 

 

As I’ve said earlier, the game of roulette is rather uncomplicated, but this does 

not mean that one must not pay attention to the rules of roulette.  It’s a MUST, 

however.   The players must be a bit familiar with the roulette rules before placing 

any sophisticated bets. 

 

Here are the rules you should know about roulette: 

 



The Table Minimum 

 

The first thing you should know is how the table minimum works.  For example, 

if you are playing at a table with a $5 minimum, you are required to place $5 on 

each of your outside bets and a total of at least $5 on your inside bets.   In this 

case, if you play black/red, odd/even, or high/low, it’s a rule that you must place 

the table minimum for each and every bet.    On the other hand, there’s a chance 

for you to place five $1 bets on five completely different inside bets, which are 

usually determined by specific numbers or combinations of numbers. 

 

The Standard North American Roulette Rules 

 

Well, before you get confused, note that the Standard North American roulette 

rules have the table use a number of different chips than other table games at the 

casino.   Then, every player is assigned a different color of chip.  This is what 

allows the dealer to differentiate bets and match them to the right players.    Also, 

the chips are deemed worthless at the other tables in the casino, so never bother 

to try stacking them up under your blackjack chips or anything silly like that.  The 

dealer of roulette will exchange your game chips for regular chips at the time you 

finished your game. 

 

Value of Chip Denomination 

 

In the game of roulette, you typically have to give some indications to the dealer 

as to what value of chip denomination you want to be given with.  For instance, if 

you are playing at a $5 minimum table, you will usually have a minimum value of 

$1 on roulette chips.  You can judge this value based on your average bet and 

whether or not you like to split things up a lot. 

 

Note that when you obtain your roulette chips, the chips will not be marked or 

labeled with a denomination. You are the ones who will choose it and all of the 



chips mirror that worth.  The dealer of roulette, on the other hand, will keep track 

of this by way of associating the amount and color of the chips with a “lammer”. 

 

Roulette Is For a More Relaxed Crowd 

 

To play and win roulette is to know that roulette doesn’t move at a quick pace.  It 

is rather for a more relaxed crowd than you’re likely to find at the craps table.  As 

what many pros have said, the roulette rules kind of necessitate this sluggishness, 

as making all of the bets is what slows things down.  So, when you are at the point 

that you want to place your bet, don’t just be concerned about someone else 

having already taken your bet.   Thank to colors that chips can share bets. 

 

Furthermore, roulette rules provide the player lots of time to set his or her bets, 

and can even keep doing so after the wheel has been spun.   Just don’t try it after 

the dealer waves his hands over the table, though.  Also, once the ball has found 

its pocket, the dealer of roulette will call out the winning number and place a 

clear marker on that number’s spot on the table layout.  What follows is that the 

dealer sweeps the table clean and the winner is paid.  Just wait until the dealer 

says “Place your bets before putting any chips down for the next spin”. 

 

The Roulette Wheel 

 

There are two different forms of roulette wheel.  The first is the European wheel 

which has 37 slots numbered 0 to 36, and the house edge is 2.63.  The second 

type is the American wheel which has 38 numbers in the sense that a double zero 

is added.  Note that the addition of the extra number increases the house edge to 

5.26 percent. 

 

On a standard roulette wheel, the numbers 1 through 36 are divided evenly 

among red and black “pockets”.   The pocket is actually the container that a ball 

may come to rest in.   In addition to the 36 red and black pockets, there are either 

1 or 2 green pockets.  These pockets then contain the number zero and double 



zero (00) on the roulette wheel.  If you will take a closer look to a standard 

roulette wheel, you will notice that the numbers are not distributed in a random 

fashion.    For every number on the wheel, directly across from it is the next 

highest even number.   Typically, the red and black alternate, and the pairs of 

even numbers alternate with pairs of odd numbers, with 0 and 00 exceptions. 

 

The Layout 

 

The game of roulette originated in France.   The name itself, “roulette”, is a 

French word meaning “small wheel” then signifying the game as we know it 

today.  The modern day layout of roulette we usually find in the casino actually 

dates back to 1842.   The layouts of the game have two vetting areas.  There is the 

inside betting area, which contains the individual numbers on the layout, and 

there is the outside betting area which has boxes for the columns, red or black 

and odd or even.  There are also different groups of numbers on the outside 

betting area. 

 

Speaking of numbers, it is interesting to know that the numbers on the inside 

betting area of the roulette layout are arranged in 12 rows of three numbers.  This 

is what forms the three vertical columns.   The zero and double zero are found at 

the tops of the columns. 

 

The Betting 

 

There are two betting options involved in the game of roulette: the inside bets 

and the outside bets. 

 

The Inside Bets 

 

In the inside bets, note that there are a number of bets that you can make under 

this option.  You can bet a number straight up or straddle the line between 

numbers to select a combination of numbers.   



 

Here are the sample payouts for the inside bet of roulette: 

 

• Straight Up – This inside bet is a wager on a single number.  Straight Up 

usually pays 35 to 1. 

 

• Basket Bet – This is a five number bet on zero, double zero and number 

1, 2 and 3.  Basket Bet usually pays 6 to 1.  However, on a double zero 

wheel, this inside bet has a house edge of 7.89 percent making the basket 

bet the worst bet in roulette. 

 

• Split Bet – Just like straight up, this inside bet is a wager.  However, this 

is a wager on two numbers and it pays 17 to 1.   The player can male this 

bet by way of placing his or her chip so it straddles the line between any 

two numbers. 

 

• Street Bets or Line Bet – This inside bet pays 11 to 1.  You can make 

this bet by placing your chip on the vertical line, separating the outside 

and inside betting areas.  The chip straddles the first number in the row. 

 

• Double Street Bet – is another wager, but on six numbers.  It pays 5 to 

1.  With this bet, you can place your chip on the line separating the outside 

and inside area as you do for the street bet, but let the chips straddle the 

row above or below. 

 

• Corner Bet or Quad Bet – This is the inside bet which pays 8 to 1.  You 

make this bet by placing a chip so it is touching the four corners of the 

numbers you are betting. 

 

The Outside Bets 

 



In the game of roulette, the outside bets are any of the bets made in the boxes 

surrounding the numbers.  Here are the common outside bets: 

 

• Column Bets – These bets are 12-number outside bets.  However, 

instead of 12 consecutive number, they consist of the numbers in one of 

the three vertical columns.  Also, column bets are made in the boxes at the 

bottom of the layout.   These bets pay 2 to 1. 

 

• Red Black Odd and Even – These outside bets are all even money bets.  

You make these bets by placing your chips in the boxes on the roulette 

layout. 

 

• The Dozens Bets - Unlike the column bets, these outside bets are made 

on the 12 consecutive numbers.  You make these bets by placing your 

wager in the boxes labeled 1 to 12, 13 to 24, or 25 to 36.   And, just like the 

column, the dozens pay 2 to 1, and if the zero or double zero comes up, you 

lose the game. 

 

Roulette Playing Tips 

 

So, you’ve known the basics of roulette.  The next thing to note now is that 

roulette has a high house edge but if you play at a full table, you will only obtain 

about 30 spins an hour.  This, in return, slows down the time your money is 

exposed to the house edge.  Also, it will increase your comp time. 

 

If, for instance, the number you want to bet is covered with chips, you don’t need 

to worry.  It is allowable to stack your chips on top of the other chips.  Well, this is 

actually another reason that each player of roulette has their own color chips. 

 

In the game of roulette, you are further allowed to place bets after the dealer 

spins the ball.   The dealer is the one required to keep the wheel moving at all 



times, even between spins.   The dealer then spins the ball in the opposite 

direction of the wheel, causing the ball to jump and spin before landing on a 

number.  So, with these functions, the dealer is obliged to tell you when to stop.  

As the ball slows down, the dealer will wave his or her hand over the table and 

call out, “No More Bets”.  It is also the dealer who will mark the winning number 

with a marker.  Note that you are not allowed to place your bet for the next spin 

until the dealer removes the marker from the previous winning number.  So, 

before putting down your chips, wait for the dealer to pick the marked winning 

number. 

 

 

 



You are invited to pass this report along to as many people as you like, 
provided that you make no changes to it and that you give it away for FREE. 

 
If you would like your own Private Label Version of this report and hundreds of 
others just like it on hot, high interest niche topics – all of which come complete 
with 5 custom cover graphics – click here to visit our Niche Reports Resource.  
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