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Set Sail for Your Next Vacation: Know Your 
Cruising Options 

 
 
 
Why Take A Cruise? 
 
There are plenty of reasons why you should take a cruise.  If you are like most people, you will 
enjoy getting away from it all.  A cruise will allow you to do just that.  In fact, you do not have 
to worry about getting to all the sites you want to visit in time.  There is no rushing around.  
There are few if any problems with missing your arrival times.  There are plenty of reasons to 
use cruise travel as your main way to spend your vacation.  Here are some other reasons why 
you may want to consider this type of travel. 
 
•    It is affordable.  There are plenty of deals happening each and every day, virtually all 
times of the year.  You can find a wide range of discounts available in the off seasons, but there 
are plenty to go around any time of the year otherwise.  Most of the time, you will spend less 
on a cruise than you will on a big vacation. 
 
•    There is plenty to see.  When you take a cruise, you can travel to a wide range of places 
around the world.  In many cases, you can visit some of the most remote ports out there far 
less than it would cost to fly to these locations.  You can experience a wide range of different 
cultures and various lands.  There is plenty for you to experience on the actual ship too.   
 
•    You can meet lots of new people.  A cruise is a great place to meet a wide range of 
people.  You do not even need to get off the boat to do so either.  There are many people that 
are ready and waiting for you to meet them.  You can meet people your own age or meet 
someone else.  In fact, if you are single, there are plenty of cruises for you out there.   
 
•    You can do new things.  On the ship and off, there are many things that you can do to 
enjoy the time that you have.  You can learn to rock climb or go scuba diving.  You can learn to 
water ski or go fishing in the ocean. There is no limit to the options that you have. 
 
Cruise travel has many rewards to offer those that are looking for something a little more 
relaxed or something that is different then another amusement park.  Check out the various 
options that are available because not only can you do the things that you would like to do, but 
you can find a wide range of options to choose from to fit your needs and lifestyles. 
 
 
 
 
How Do You Book A Cruise? 
 
If you are ready to get out there on the big ocean, you may not know just how you can go 
about booking your cruise vacation.  Many individuals find that the cruise is an ideal place to sit 
and mingle and to enjoy all that life has to offer.  But, not everyone's options are what will fit 
your needs.  You may not want to go rock climbing, but you would like the opportunity to see 



some hump back whales.  When you book a cruise, you will want to make sure that you book 
one that fits your needs the very best. 
 
The first thing to do is to do some research.  You really need to know what is out there and 
what interests you.  You should consider these things. 
 
•    Where the cruise will leave from as well as where it is traveling to.  Remember, you will 
need to get to the port in order to get onto the ship which means an additional cost of flying to 
the port or driving there. 
 
•    What is there to do on the cruise?  Each of the ships that do cruises will likely offer you a 
wide range of choice.  But, some will have more of a variety than others will.  You should insure 
that you know what the cruise is offering.  This is easy to find out just from looking at your 
options. 
 
•    Who will be on the cruise with you?  Some cruises are designed with special themes while 
others are not.  A cruise that is designed for children may not be the one you want to take if 
you do not have children.  Or, if you are single looking to find your soul mate, consider a 
singles cruise. 
 
•    Where will the cruise stop on the way?  Many cruises will allow you to stop and enjoy the 
attractions of several ports.  Perhaps you would like to do some sight seeing?  Or, maybe you 
would like to find just the right location to do some whale watching.  There are many options 
including things like water skiing, rock climbing and beautiful scenery. 
 
 
 
 
How to Save Money on Your Cruise 
 
You would like to go on a cruise this year for your vacation.  But, just looking at some of the 
costs that are out there is a sure enough way to worry that you may not be able to afford to do 
that.  Yet, there are many ways that you can save money on the cruise that you plan to 
purchase.  If you are like many of the people out there, you should carefully consider your 
options.  First of all, you should do a little research before you commit to one cruise or the 
other.  There is much to be learned before you do that. 
 
Cruises can be affordable if you know what and when to do it.  Depending on where you would 
like to go, what you would like to see, and what you would like to do, your options may be a 
little limited.  So, what you should do to save money is to be as open as possible about the 
cruise.  If you are able to go at any time of the year, it is best to go in the off season.  You can 
often find the best deals on packages during the winter months.  But, the good news is that it 
doesn’t have to be winter where you are headed.  If you live in the north, a winter cruise to the 
tropical is ideal and it feels like summer there!  
 
Another way to save on your cruise is to comparison shop.  Not all of the various options that 
are out there to be booked are offered for the same price.  You may find that the same cruise 



will cost less on one website than it will cost on another.  This is heartbreaking if you choose 
the wrong one.  Take a few minutes to compare your prices.   
 
Also, consider how you will get to your cruise.  A sure way to drive up the cost of a cruise is to 
need to take a flight to get to the cruise in the first place.  You may want to consider driving.  
Or, if you can, consider boarding your cruise ship as close to home as possible.  By cutting off a 
few miles this way, you may be able to actually save quite a bit in airline fees. 
 
There is no reason why you can not save money on the cruises that you plan to take.  In fact, if 
you are one that can pick up and go, some cruises will actually offer very good rates in the off 
season when they do not have a lot of guests.  This is ideally the best time to go! 
 
 
 
 
What Is There To Do On A Cruise? 
 
If you are worried about what there is to do on your cruise ship, you may not have anything to 
worry about at all.  Unlike your boring flight on an airplane to your destination, you are going to 
find many things to do on your ship.  In fact, some say that the best part of their vacation is 
the ship itself and not the destination at all.  One thing is for sure.  If you book a great cruise, 
you will enjoy all the relaxation that you can get in on these ships. 
 
There are plenty of things to keep you busy on board the ship.  If you are looking for 
something to do, consider the options that are available to you.  Here are just a few. 
 
•    If you are traveling with children, this may be one of your biggest worries.  Will the kids 
have something to do?  First off, make sure that you book a cruise that is geared towards kids 
and families as this will allow for more to do in the long run.  Nevertheless, there are plenty of 
options.  Many of the cruises will offer all sorts of activities from games and swimming to 
learning adventures and lots of play time.  Most have plenty of activities to keep the kids happy. 
 
•    If you are into sports, there are plenty of options here as well.  Your cruise may be ideal for 
swimming and working out as most of them feature a wide range of options here.  They 
generally will have many things set up for you including a swimming pool, exercise room, 
games on deck, events and then when you get to your destination, you have more.  You can 
often go snorkeling and deep sea diving.  You can go water skiing and even consider going rock 
climbing.  Look at what your cruise has to offer. 
 
•    Entertainment is the key to a great cruise.  But there is plenty of this available as well.  If 
you are going to enjoy your cruise, make sure that the types of entertainment that you enjoy 
are there.  This will include shows, musicals, comedy, movies and parties.  Dinning options are 
always amazing including elegant balls as well. 
 
To know just what your cruise offers, make sure to check the itinerary that is provided to you.  
You can find out what the ship has to offer long before you book your trip and you can even 
choose a trip that is ideal for you.  
 



Where to Go On A Cruise 
 
When it comes to the cruise, there are plenty of places that you can travel.  When you are 
choosing, you should pay close attention to the various things that are available to you to do on 
the cruise.  With so many options out there, you are sure to find more than a few that will fit 
your needs to a T.  The goal is to choose the right ones for your needs.  Take your time to 
insure that you get the ones that will offer you the very best that is available.  Research is the 
key to finding the option that is ideal for you. 
 
Going Tropic? 
 
One of the most common types of cruises is that of the tropical cruise.  If you are going to 
enjoy yourself on the beaches in Hawaii or any other tropical location, make sure that you 
choose the ideal location for you.  There are many cruises that are designed for passengers that 
want to feel the heat.  Look at all of your options.  To get a great deal on these vacations, 
consider looking for those that are offered during the off season.  This can be the ideal time to 
go because temperatures are just cool enough for you to really enjoy them and you can save a 
great deal of money too. 
 
Go North 
 
If you are not looking forward to the heat of a cruise, then you should consider going north 
instead of heading to the tropics.  Believe it or not, these can be some of the best cruises out 
there.  If you want to see the most beautiful of locations, this is the place to go.  In one cruise 
in particular, the Alaskan cruises, you will be able to see amazing scenery that is just 
incomparable to anything that you may have seen before.  You can also catch a glimpse of 
hump back whales if you are really lucky. 
 
Go For Cultures 
 
There are plenty of other locations that you can visit as well.  You can go to Mexico or to South 
America.  You can visit Asia or even Europe and Africa.  The world is your possibilities when it 
comes to a cruise.  You should be able to discover many of the things that you would like to on 
these cruises as well.  Some will make several stops at various ports to allow you to get the 
most for your money.  You can see the foods and wares that are offered to you near the ports 
as well. 
 
You can go virtually any place that you would like to on a cruise.  Go ahead and enjoy all that is 
out there and waiting for you. 
 
 
 
 
The Best Times to Take a Cruise 
 
Booking a cruise is a really magical experience.  You may feel that the amusement park 
vacations are just too boring.  Or, you may be tired of exploring the same old cities and 
locations.  Instead, why not take a cruise?  There are plenty of things to do and to see on these 



cruises.  Most of the time, you will be unlimited in where you want to go and the things that 
you would like to enjoy.  But, one thing that you will need to decide about the cruise is the right 
time for you to go on it.   
 
Let’s face it, not everyone gets a choice as to when they can take their vacations.  Many have 
to worry about school schedules and work ones as well.  But, the more options that you have in 
the times that you can travel, the better your options are going to be.  There are plenty of them 
too.  But, to break it down, we’ll put it quite simply as traveling in the off season, which is 
generally the winter months, or traveling in the travel season which includes summer and 
holidays from school. 
 
Off Season Travel Versus In Season 
 
There are many benefits to each of these choices.  Really, it is up to you to decide which the 
right choice for our needs is.  But, if you do have the options to consider, then look at what is 
available.  First in the season of travel, you usually can find more people to travel with.  You 
can get your group together and go as a family which can help you to get lower rates.  You can 
also find a wide range of options in where to travel as most cruises run during this time period.   
 
But, if you travel in the off season, you may be able to save quite a bit of money.  Many cruise 
lines will offer outstanding packages for this time period.  You usually do not need as much 
time to book these trips either.  You can usually find the right location to go to within a small 
amount of time.  And, there are fewer crowds as well.  Of course, there may be a limit to the 
locations that you travel to due to winter weather, but you may find that some areas, like the 
tropics are more enjoyable in slightly cooler weather. 
 
With all of that said, you need to carefully consider the options that you have.  Finding the right 
deal and the right cruise is also important to you.  Yet, with the world as your destination, you 
may be able to find just what you would like to have. 
 
 
 
 
Cruises for Everyone 
 
Cruise travel is much more than just a way to get from one location to the next.  It used to be 
that the only reason to get on board of boat was to get form one place to the next.  Yet, today, 
there is nothing about these ships that qualifies them as just transportation.  They offer much 
more to you than that.  In fact, today, these cruises that are available are designed just for you 
and others like you.  With so many ships and destinations to choose from, you may actually 
have more difficulty choosing just one rather than finding any that fit your needs.   
 
One of the best benefits of the cruises that are available today is that many of them offer you 
the ability to find the right location and the right group of people to travel with.  Here are a few 
of the various cruise themes that you can tap into. 
 
•    Families and children.  In an effort to get more young families to travel on a cruise 
vacation, many of the kid’s favorite theme parks and characters now sponsor cruises.  You can 



find a wide range of Disney themed cruses as well as those for Nickelodeon and many others.  
Of course, many of the luxury liners also offer kids specific activities, but when you are a young 
family, a themed kid’s vacation may be the ideal way to go. 
 
•    Singles.  Here is another option for those that are looking to get something out of their 
cruise.  If you would love to take a cruise but do not have someone to go with, why not go 
alone?  You may meet a soul mate on board or at least you can have lots of fun looking for 
them. 
 
•    Seniors.  For those that would rather leave the grand kids at home, there are plenty of 
options for older folks in cruises.  These are more laid back and much less kid oriented cruise.  
They are designed for those that would like to try something new or visit another culture.  You’ll 
find a wide range of choice in them. 
 
There are many more cruise options for you.  Consider any and all of them to find the one that 
fits your needs the very best.  You are sure to see the various options when you are doing your 
research online.  Look for themes that make you interested and then enjoy them. 
  
 
 
 
Cruises Designed for Kids 
 
Do you want to go on a cruise but worry because there may not be enough kids on board or 
activities on board to keep your family happy?  Many people do just that.  Of course, not all 
cruises are the best places for children, but many of them are just that and so much more.  You 
will find a wide range of cruises that are designed just for families and these are the ideal 
vacations for children.  Most of them will offer plenty for your children to do to stay busy and 
happy while on their vacation. 
 
What To Do 
 
There are many cruises that are booked for children.  These cruises are designed for children of 
all ages.  Here are just some of the things that you can find to do on these cruises. 
 
•    Cruises that are designed for children (or at least the ones that will accommodate 
them on board) will likely have a wide range of amenities designed for these younger guests.  
Many will have lots of toys and games for children to use.  They are full of some of the best 
things to do and the things that children will like to do.  These rooms will provide for fun just 
like at home.  Some will not even miss the television! 
 
•    Projects and learning.  There are also many activities planned for children as well.  
Generally they will be based on the age and interests of the children.  These may include things 
like painting and crafts.  They may also include learning projects geared to  the locations that 
they will be visiting.  They may have time to talk and share with other kids in the hopes of 
meeting others that they will like.  In fact, most of these activities are done without parents so 
that the parents will have ample time to do the things that they would like to do too. 



•    Lots of fun sports too.  Most cruises will offer you the ability to take your kids into pools 
designed just for them.  Or, there will be room for them to run and play too.  The locations that 
they stop at may also be fun filled for the kids on bard.  You may even want to book a trip with 
a cruise line featuring some of their favorite characters too. 
 
When you are planning a trip with children, make sure to book a trip that is full of the fun that 
kids offer.  You are going to find a wide range of activities offered to them but enough to keep 
you busy as well.  Many cruises will offer a mixture of adult and kid oriented activities. 
 
 
 
 
Your Cruise: Do You Use a Travel Agent or the Web? 
 
For any of your travel needs, you may face the problem of knowing whether to use a travel 
agent for your cruise or if you should book the trip yourself online.  This is something that you 
will ultimately need to decide on yourself, but if you would like to compare your options, read 
on.  There are many advantages to both sides of this coin.  In all actuality, it depends on what 
is more important to you.  What is true is that the cruises that are offered by your agent are the 
same cruises that are available through the online services on the web. 
 
Using A Travel Agent 
 
If you do use a travel agent to book your next cruise, you will have some benefits.  Sometimes, 
they are able to get you into a cruise that is booked.  Some agents, especially the larger ones, 
will have their own amount of rooms to sell.  That means that the online agents may run out 
but some of the travel agents still may have some available.  This little bit of leg work in calling 
them may be tiring but it also may be well worth it.  Also, the travel agent offers that personal 
touch that the online agencies do not.  You can ask questions at both, but you can do it in 
person with your travel agent and have immediate results.   
 
Using the Online Travel Services 
 
There are plenty of online travel services available to you on the web to use.  These services 
will provide you with the best rates that are possible.  Because there are several of them, you 
can easily go from one to the next to find the best rates that are available.   You can even 
compare the various cruises that are available to find the very best option for you.  Again, the 
largest benefit of using these services is that you can usually get a better rate for the packages 
and cruises that you would like to have.  But, you do not have to use them at all.  In fact, you 
can get a good idea of the price of every aspect of your cruise and then go somewhere else to 
see who has the best rates. 
 
The ultimate decision is up to you.  You are going to find a wide range of options no matter 
what you do, but the best way to find the ones that are right for you is to take the time to look 
at several.  Comparison shop the cruises and the rates to find out what best fit for your budget 
and your dreams for your cruise.    
 
 



How to Find Cruise Travel Deals on the Web 
 
One of the best ways to save money on your next cruise is to look for deals that are available 
on the web.  Like many of those out there, you would love to take a cruise to get away from it 
all.  It is like one of the most sought after types of vacations but it can be one of the most 
expensive ones, right?  It really does not have to be this way.  In fact, many people are able to 
find a cruise for a really great deal.  But, you need to know how to do this and where to look to 
find it.  Then, you can enjoy a cruise without worrying about your pocket book the whole time. 
 
A cruise is a destination and a journey.  But, to get there, you need to find the right amount of 
options to consider.  Here are some things that you can take your time looking and considering 
to find that perfect cruise for much less. 
 
•    Consider the time frame.  If you have the ability to travel at any time, always consider 
the off season for the cruise.  You may not realize it, but many cruise lines operate all year 
round.  When you consider the time frame that is not the hurricane season and not a time 
period that is busy with tourists, such as the summer months and the holiday time frames, you 
can actually save quite a bit.  Consider pulling the kids out of school for a week and going 
during these off times to save yourself quite a bit. 
 
•    Look for cruise packages.  Some cruise lines will offer a package as an incentive to get 
passengers.  These may including some of the fees removed from the trip or may offer you a 
additional length of time for much less.  There are many package options to consider including 
those that offer free meals, free gifts and much more.  Definitely consider these if they are to 
the locations that you want to travel to anyway. 
 
•    Look for ways to save on your airline tickets.  If you need to fly to the port that the 
cruise is leaving from, consider your options for lowering prices this way.  The web is the ideal 
location to do this because you can compare various airlines within seconds and you can book 
your tickets within a minute.  You should consider tickets for the middle of the night, the middle 
of the week and multiple stops to save. 
 
The web is full of some of the most amazing deals on cruises.  Get out there and use the 
services that are set up.  You are sure to find more than one option in a cruise that is ideal for 
you. 
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